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Member Alan Ratcliffe’s prize-winning London Shubunkin, back in the
1998’s. This photo was taken by Practical Fishkeeping magazine for the
following article. Back in those non-digital age a film camera was used
with a flash attachment. This white-outed the blue background of this
exceptional fish – a better reproduction of the blue colour is in the advert
made by QED advertising agency. See below too ….
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As promised last month, here is that article from a 1999 PFK magazine
about Alan Ratcliffe’s prize-winning Goldfish…..
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The Aquarist & Pondkeeper in 1998 also featured Alan’s London
Shubunkin in an Aquarian advertisment.

After 20 years
and many, many
generations
spawned from
that male
London
Shubunkin there
are descendants
in Alan’s fishhouse, and they
still carry those
colourful genes.
(photographed in Alan’s fish-house August 2019)
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Member’s Write
The debate is interesting about allowing over-sized fish in the 3” class to
be re-entered in the over 3” class.
Firstly the catalogue will be wrong as it would have been printed for the
original entry list.
Secondly we at Bristol have had the same problem with larger fish than
3” being entered in the under 3”class. Such fish should be disqualified
and not taken into account for any other award.
Without a First Place sticker on the tank the Judges judging the special
awards should just pass the fish by.
Regards, Ian Mildon BAS
This Month’s Top Tip
What are the best house plants to put in your fish-house? According to
an American magazine the top one is a Rubber Plant Ficus elastica.
This was in the (now defunct) FAMA (Freshwater & Marine Aquarium –
was very good) who also advised that it must
not be overwatered or the leaves turn yellow
and drop off. However, it only needs medium
light and temperatures (like Goldfish) and is
best in a heavy soil base, but good drainage.

They also recommended Corn Plants
Dracaena fragrans. Moist soil, room
temperatures and is a very slow grower.
But over the years it can get very large.
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Also the Saddle Leaf Philodendron
selloum which accepts any
temperature above freezing and
even accepts neglect (they said).
This is the Monstera variety.

FAMA stated that Ferns are a good choice because they like high
humidity so a fish-house is ideal. Use them as a hanging basket plant
too. They recommended The Boston Fern Nephrolepis exalata
Bostoniensis but that sounds like it is only available in the USA.
Bristol Aquarist Society
Their Open Show and Auction was held on Sunday 1st September in the
Hengrove Community Centre. Attending were our President Bill Ramsden
(and me, the Vice President!) with Chairman Sherridan Moores and Judge
David Roberts. Bill, Sherridan and David Roberts can be seen here
judging the 22 Breeders who entered 92 Goldfish in the 40+ Classes.
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Best in Show was a Veiltail by Andrew Barton President of AMGK ….

Both Sherridan and David Roberts won Firsts – Sherridan with a Paradise
Fish in the Ponds Class!

Not a Goldfish, but it still won a Rosette (from Show Secretary Ian
Mildon) …..
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The Auction was well attended (about 50) with 69 Lots of home-bred
pedigree Fancy Goldfish at bargain prices. See all about it at
www.bristol-aquarists.org.uk
Minutes of the September Meeting
A pre-show meeting where final plans for our Open Show were discussed
and finalized. If you can possibly help set up the tanks, please visit any
time after 1pm on Friday 14th September at St Matthews Hall in Stretford
M32 8HF. Also visit the Show on Saturday, even if you are not a Shower,
there should be good Goldfish in the Auction.
There were discussions on the best way to decide the Best in Show - a
new system evolved and will be used at the Open Show. Full details will
be in the October Newsletter.
Sherridan reported that he has booked Rooms in Hull for the NGPS Social
Weekend. This will be from Friday to Sunday November 1st to 3rd (or
part thereof) and we plan to visit their Public Aquarium 'The Deep'. If
you want to be included please contract Sherridan on 01619697567
ASAP.
Hope to see you October 8th, 8pm at The Church Inn, Prestwich M25 1AN.
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